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Querying Scripture 

I had six faithful friends.  They taught me all I knew. 

Their names were WHAT, and WHERE, and WHEN, 

and HOW, and WHY, and WHO. 

 

      - Rudyard Kipling 

 



Ask Questions 

 Who – Who is performing or receiving the specified action? 

 What – What is occurring? 

 When – When is it occurring?  Is there a sequence of events? 

 Where – Where is the action occurring?  

 Why – What is the goal or purpose for the action?  

 How – What is the means or manner of performing the action? 

  

“It will greatly help you to understand Scripture, If you mark Not only what 

 is spoken or written, But of whom, And to whom, With what words, At 

 what time, Where, To what intent, With what circumstances, Considering 

 what goes before And what follows.” (John Wycliffe; 1328-1384) 

 



Uncovering The Facts With Questions 

 One of the easiest and most profitable methods of studying the Bible is 
to ask questions and record your answers.   

 

 There are seven questions you can ask as you read your Bible: 

  WHAT?  

  WHO?  

  WHERE? 

  WHEN? 

  HOW? 

  WHY? 

  WHEREFORE? 

 



WHAT? 

 Find the Principles, Ideas, or Events 
 

  - What is being said or done? 

 

  - What circumstances lead to it? 

 

  - What was said or done before and after it? 



WHO? 

 Find the People involved 
 
 - By whom are things said or done? 
 
 - To whom are things being said or done? 
 
 - Of whom are things being said or done? 
 



WHERE? 

 Find the Places involved 
 

 -  Where do the events take place? 

 

 - Where are the places that are mentioned? 
 

 



WHEN? 

 Find the Time of the events 
 

 -  Where do the events take place? 

 

 - Where are the places that are mentioned? 
 

 



HOW? 

 Find the Procedures, Ways or Steps involved 
 

 - How do the things said or done progress? 

 

 - How are things being accomplished? 

 

 
 

 



WHY? 

 Find the Purposes involved 
 

 - Why were these things said or done? 

 

 - Why were these things said or done here? 

 

 - Why were these things said or done this way? 

 



WHEREFORE? 

 Find the personal Applications (BEST PLACES) 
 

 - Blessings to enjoy? 

 - Errors to avoid? 

 - Sins to confess and forsake? 

 - Thoughts to ponder? 
  

 - Promises to claim/Prayers to make? 

 - Lessons to learn? 

 - Actions to take? 

 - Commands to obey? 

 - Examples to follow? 

 - Scriptures to memorize? 

  
 


